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"I have celebrated this service many times, but each time it brings me into a fresh 

encounter with the journey of Jesus into death. In every step of that journey I carry with me 

my Lenten experience and my commitment to change from a servanthood to the evil one into 

living in the likeness of Christ. When Jesus is condemned to death, then nailed to the cross, and 

finally placed in the grave, I experience my sins being placed upon him, nailed to the cross 

with him, and finally buried with him in the grave. In this way, the Stations of the Cross service 

readies me more intensely for an internal experience of the resurrection soon to come."   

 Robert Webber was professor of theology emeritus at Wheaton College, professor of ministry at 

Northern Seminary and author Ancient-Future Time. 

 

 

 

 “It may be that Lent, this particular Lent, is a chance to make a certain choice over 

again. In our own stories we may find some issue, long festering, that can come into healing 

and forgiveness at last. Perhaps the main insight will be as simple as this: my story is linked 

eternally to the Jesus story. And I will walk with him to the end.” 

 Emilie Griffin is a Christian writer, member of the Renovare and collaborated with Richard 

Foster on the book Spiritual Classics. 
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Station 1 – Garden of Gethsemane 

 

Matthew 26:36-4 (NIV) 
36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and 
pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he 
said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 
 

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from 
me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 
 

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked 
Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 
 
 

In His dark hour of the soul in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus prayed to God, the 
Father, “not as I will, but as you will.” (Matthew 26:39) The will of God was of supreme 
importance to Jesus. 
 

Early in his ministry he taught his disciples to pray to God, “Your will be done on 
Earth as it is in Heaven.” (Matthew 6:10) It is God’s will that we yield to His will. 
  

As Jesus prayed to God in the Garden of Gethsemane HE KNEW what God’s will was 
and that yielding to it meant pain, anguish and suffering. In your dark or challenging times 
of life are you willing, NOT KNOWING what God’s will may be, to pray as Jesus did, “your 
will be done!” 
  

Vic & Marilyn Winquist 3 



 
 

Station 2 – Betrayal by Judas 

Mark 14:43-46 (NIV) 
43 Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent 
from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders. 
 
44 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 
45 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 The men seized Jesus and arrested him. 
  

4 Nancy Mosbeck 



 
 

Betrayal, we have all experienced its pain and heartache.  I don’t know about you but I personally 
believe that there is no greater pain then betrayal.  By its definition betrayal presupposes that there is 
something to betray, another way of saying it is, betrayal hurts so much because something very good has 
suddenly gone very bad, a dependable trust has been destroyed.  
  

Betrayal is something that we can all relate to. It is felt by a child as their friend steals their toy.  It is 
felt in junior high when two childhood friends are no longer friends because one is cool and the other is not.  
It is felt by the young woman who trusts the words of her boyfriend, “I love you,” only to take advantage of 
her feelings.  Parents feel it from a child who continues to go the wrong way or by an unfaithful spouse or 
when the company they have worked for their entire lives offers early retirement.  Older adults feel it when 
their grown children no longer seem to have time for them. 
 

The pain of betrayal reaches deep into our hearts leaving us feeling empty and alone.  The story of 
Judas shows how betrayal affects both the betrayer and the betrayed.  Judas played the role of betrayer and 
Jesus played the role of the betrayed.  It is very hard for us to get our heads wrapped around how Judas could 
betray Jesus for a measly 30 pieces of silver.  There is a lot of speculation of why, but the truth is we do not 
know why.  Some surmise that it was a ploy to force Jesus to use His power to fight the Romans. Others 
believe that Judas was convinced Jesus was weak or perhaps being the only Disciple not from Galilee he just 
never fit in. Whatever the reason, Judas betrayed Jesus. 
 

I can only imagine the pain that Jesus felt as the night of His betrayal unfolded.  Here He was with His 
closest friends having one last meal and it would be one of His friends who would get the ball rolling.  For 
three years He had traveled with these men. He ate with them, joked with them and cried with them. They 
shared life together.  They were as tight as you could possibly be and then for 30 lousy pieces of silver, 
roughly four months wages, He is betrayed. The pain is unimaginable.  Sadly, the pain of Jesus is not the only 
pain in this story.  Maybe it is just me, but my heart hurts for Judas because I think I am more like him than I 
would like to admit.  
 

When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and 
returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. ‘I have sinned,’ he said, ‘for I have betrayed 
innocent blood.’ ‘What is that to us?’ they replied. ‘That’s your responsibility.’ So Judas threw the money into 
the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. 

 

Judas was seized with remorse.  Have you ever been there, the moment where you realize the deep 
pain your betrayal has caused someone you love.  When I was in college I had a professor who I respected 
deeply.  One day I made a very poor decision that should have led to dire consequences.  I will never forget 
the moment when he called my name to stay after class. That very moment I was seized with remorse, for I 
knew I had sinned.  On a much deeper level, Judas realized the enormity of His betrayal and his action 
brought a suffocating pain that was so deep that he felt as if taking his own life was his only option, so He 
hung himself from a tree.   
 

I often wonder how different this story would have ended if Judas, instead of wallowing in his sin, 
would have gone to Jesus.  When the professor called me into his office, filled with shame and guilt I asked 
him to forgive me for betraying his trust.  In a moment of grace like I have never experienced before he not 
only forgave me, but gave me no further consequences.  On that day Professor Mendez showed me the gift 
that Jesus has won for us on the cross of Calvary and that type of forgiveness changes lives, it changed mine, it 
can change yours and it could have changed Judas’.  

5 Tom Pfotenhauer 
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Station 3 – Trial by the Sanhedrin 

 

Luke 22:66-71 (NIV) 
66 At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and the teachers of the law, met together, and 
Jesus was led before them. 67 “If you are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.” 
 

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, 68 and if I asked you, you would not answer. 69 But from now on, the 
Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God.” 
 

70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” 
 

He replied, “You say that I am.” 
 

71 Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.” 
 

And the high priests and scholars got together and  
brought Him before their High Council  
They said, "Are you the Messiah?" 
"If I tell you, you won't believe me"  
Standing in a room full of mocking eyes  
The condemnation of the world on a truth refused  
"If I said yes, you wouldn't believe me"  
The soulful mourn of a man who knew the truth  
"If I asked what you meant by your question, you wouldn't answer me."  
The knowing response of love... Quietly falling on deaf ears  
"So here is what I have to say: From here on the Son of Man takes his 
place at God's right hand, the place of power."  
The words had been said,  
the truth falling on deaf ears  
chances of redemption dashed by pride  
chances of love dashed by blind hate  
the hope of nations standing before a jury blind, dumb, and deaf to the 
truth...  
and in the distance the shadow grew longer for the day that would define 
eternity... 
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Station 4 – Denial by Peter 
 

Matthew 26:69-75 (NIV) 
69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 
 

70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 
 

71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people there, “This fellow was with 
Jesus of Nazareth.” 
 

72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” 
 

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you 
away.” 
 

74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” 
 

Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will 
disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
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Hace algunas semanas, José llegó al centro de rehabilitación de Ministerio Adulam 
después de años de vivir una vida huyendo de Jesús. Había entrado y salido de la prisión, y 
llegó al grado de tener una fuerte adicción a la heroína. Estos casos son bastantes normales 
en esta línea de trabajo, pero lo que nos sorprendió fue lo que José compartió con nosotros 
después de haber aceptado a Cristo y pasado ocho meses restaurando su vida en el centro: 
Él tenía una orden de aprensión, y ahora tenía que hacer una decisión bastante difícil. 
¿Debería de seguir creciendo en Cristo dentro de nuestro ministerio, o entregarse a las 
autoridades creyendo que Jesús tenía control de la situación? Aunque la primera opción se 
oía mejor, la segunda requería de negarse a si mismo y seguir a Cristo con una fe firme.  
 

Esta experiencia nos recuerda de la historia de Pedro, al momento negar a Jesús. En 
vez de negarse a si mismo en la hora de dificultad, negó al maestro. Escogió la opción más 
fácil. En esta vida, nos encontraremos en situaciones parecidas diariamente, en las cuales 
nuestras decisiones delatan la condición de nuestro corazón. Jesús dijo, “Si alguno quiere 
venir en pos de mí, niéguese a si mismo, tome su cruz cada día, y sígame.” (Lucas 9:23) Esto 
es nuestro llamado como creyentes: de negarnos a nosotros mismos y aceptar a Jesús en 
toda circunstancia. Oremos para tomar decisiones que le glorifiquen a él. 
 

A few weeks ago, a man named José arrived at the rehabilitation center at Adulam 
Ministries after years of running away from Christ. He had been in and out of prison, and he 
had come to the point of having a strong addiction to heroin. These cases are fairly normal 
in our line of work, but what surprised us was what José shared with us after having 
accepted Christ and having spent eight months of restoration in the rehab center: He had a 
warrant out for his arrest, and now he was faced with a difficult decision. Should he 
continue growing in his new life in the Lord at our ministry, or should he turn himself in to 
the authorities, believing that God was in control of the situation? Although the first option 
sounded better, the second required him to deny himself and follow Christ with a firm faith. 
 

This experience reminds us of the story of Peter, at the moment when he chose to 
deny Christ. Instead of denying himself in his moment of trial, he denied his master and 
Lord. He chose the easier option. In this life, we will be faced with similar situations on a 
daily basis – situations in which our decisions expose the condition of our hearts. Jesus 
said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me.” (Luke 9:23) This is our call as believers: to deny ourselves and accept Christ in 
every circumstance. Let us pray that our decisions might be glorifying to him. 
 

9 Juan Salazar 
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Station 5 – Judgement by Pilate 

 

Mark 15: 1-5,15 (NIV) 
1 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their 
plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate. 
 

2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. 
 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
 

3 The chief priests accused him of many things. 4So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See how many 
things they are accusing you of.” 
 

5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.       
 

15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 
 
Say something, Jesus! SAY SOMETHING! 
They are lying! You haven't done anything wrong! 
Why won't you stand up for yourself? 
One word is all it would take. 
One word and the whole world came into being. 
One word from The Word, and they would have to let you go! 
Is there no other way? 
 
Because. Because, my child. 
Only the guilty speak in their own defense. 
Only I can descend into hell and still take my place next to the Father. 
Only I. 
There is no other way. 
No other way. 
 
So they dressed him in King's clothes and he took the cross on his 
shoulder. 
He took on hell and death. 
Because. 
Because of me. Because of you. 
There was no other way. 
No other way.  

11 Terri Hansen 
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Station 6 – Crown of Thorns 
 

John 19: 1-3 (NIV) 
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They 
clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in 
the face. 

Crowned with thorns - 
painful mockery of the cruelest kind. 

Head once anointed at Baptism; 
now pierced and washed in blood. 

Head though filled with sacred teaching and 
dreams of your Father’s Kingdom, 

throbbing now in pain. 
Crowned with thorns – 

honor for a King?  No, No! 
Only ridicule of the meanest kind. 

 

How can we really ever know and share  
your thoughts?  your agony? 

 

We must turn to today’s vulnerable in the Body of Christ – 
children born with HIV Aids 

elderly stowed away and forgotten 
mothers with no food or drink to give their children 
fathers who want to provide but do not know how 

men, women, children trafficked for profit 
homeless on our streets 

addicts whose bodies crave only alcohol and heroin. 
Poverty and desperation mock and ridicule 

their right to human dignity and respect. 
Poverty in place of honor?  No! No! 

 

When I dishonor these, O Jesus, I dishonor you, and 
I renew the pain you felt from your crown of thorns. 

 

Would I want to remove the crown of thorns you wore?  Yes! Yes! 
Then make me ready to relieve your pain  

by serving my suffering sisters and brothers  
seeking to remove the crowns of thorns they wear, 

crowns of dishonor and disrespect, 
with my own compassionate and gentle hands. 

13 Lyle Wilgenbusch 
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Station 7 – Jesus Takes Up the Cross 

 

John 19: 6, 15-17 (NIV) 
6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 
But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.” 
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 
 

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is 
called Golgotha).  
 

 
We beseech you Pilate, be our friend and do not refuse or neglect our 
request.  
 
“Crucify Him” we say, because we prefer darkness and do not 
comprehend the light.  
 
“Crucify” because we prefer pain over healing.  
 
“Crucify” because we have found everlasting comfort in our 
estrangement and have no need for reconciliation.  
 
“Crucify” because we find no value in ‘turning the other cheek’ and much 
rather prefer anger over forgiveness.  
 
“Crucify” because we’ve grown accustom to fear and have not the 
patience for divine provision.  
 
“Crucify” because Truth inflicts severe damage upon our shame.  
 
“Crucify Him” because we reject His lordship and have but Caesar as our 
only king! 

15 Troy Wilson 



 
 

  

16 Jacob Lawrence Deisch 



 
 

Station 8 – Simon Carries the Cross 

 

Mark 15:21 (NIV) 
21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and 
they forced him to carry the cross. 
 
 
 

As Jesus walks the Via Dolorosa, the way to Golgotha, the soldiers, who had beaten 

and spit on him, are worried: Jesus may not be able to make it to the hill, he may not 

survive to be killed. He is stumbling. Someone else is going to have to carry the cross.  

 

Of course, the soldiers won’t do it: This is the cruel instrument of torture, reserved 

for the worst of criminals. They aren’t going to deign to carry the cross. They’ll find 

someone from the crowd, someone who is watching this blood-stained man walk the path 

to his tortuous finale. So they force a man named Simon, from Cyrene, who was passing by, 

to carry Jesus’ cross. In this moment, Jesus is in need. And Simon carries the cross. 

  

In our lives, we come to Jesus when we are in pain, when we are hurting, when we 

are in need. This is good and right, for Jesus is the one who gives comfort to our hurting 

soul. But, as we walk this road with Jesus, we see him buckling under the weight of the 

cross. We see the cross being lifted from his shoulder onto Simon’s. We see him exhausted, 

spent, and fading. In this moment, reflect on Jesus’ time of need, his place of pain, his abject 

weakness as he stumbles on the road to Golgotha. As you reflect, remember: When you 

come to Jesus in your need, you have the assurance that he can truly help because he 

doesn’t help as one from afar, distant from our condition, unaffected by our troubles. 

Rather, we can approach Him as one who knows our pain, our suffering, our exhaustion. He 

is the Man of Sorrows to whom we can turn in our time of sorrow.   

  

17 Joel Lawrence 
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Station 9 – The Women of Jerusalem 

 

Luke 23:27-31 (NIV) 
27 A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and said to 
them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children.29 For the time will come when 
you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’  
 

30 Then “‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’[a] 

 

31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 
 

 
I am not an excuse.  
I am not the exception.  
My presence needs no preface.  
I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  
My presence may annoy you.  
My words may unnerve you. I may just be “too much”. You may be right.  
But still, I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  
I am young and my ideas bold.  
I fail and fall and sometimes I fold.  
I can be no other way. It is how I have been created to be.  
Can you see me? Can you see the me God created me to be? The me I’m 
trying to be?  
I am not an excuse.  
Don’t make me into one.  
I am not the exception.  
I am everyone.  
My presence needs no preface.  
Do not let your fear cut me down before I stand.  
Don’t let your thoughts forget your plans.  
Those plans that once pulled at your heart.  
Those plans that still do.  
God has put them inside of you.  
For you and I are I and you.  
We are one and I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

  

19 Amalia Canepa-Green 
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Station 10 – The Crucifixion 

 

Luke 23:33-34 (NIV) 
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other 
on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”[And they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots. 
 
 

Forgive. 
It is a soft word 
That, voiced, arcs away from evil 
Carrying with it the heavy burden 
Of a world of harm. 
And yet the pointed 
“Forgive them” of one man 
Nails anger and fear and greed 
To the cross— 
Impales, hand and foot,  
The whole confused mess of sins 
We carried—though we did not know it. 
Now he will bear them to the grave, 
This one who utters forgive 
In the face of our bewilderment. 
All we can know is this: 
Drawn into this soft, sharp piercing love  
We receive our forgiveness,  
We are freed to forgive. 

 
 
  

21 Beth Krolak 
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Station 11 – The Thief on the Cross 

 

Luke 23:39-43 (NIV) 
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence?41 We are 
punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.[a]” 
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

 
It was not by chance that Jesus was crucified between two criminals.  It 

was deliberately staged to humiliate Jesus in front of the crowd and rank him 
with robbers.  One of the criminals apparently expressed his anger by hurling 
insults at Jesus.  “If you are the Christ, save yourself and us.”  But the other 
(often called Dismas) rebuked him saying “we deserve our punishment, but he 
has done no wrong.”  Then he cried out to Jesus, “remember me when you 
come into your Kingdom.” 
 

Jesus responded immediately to the one with desperate hope.  For in 
those few words, Dismas acknowledged his personal need and his simple faith 
that Jesus was the anointed Messiah King.  What peace he must have 
experienced to hear Jesus reply,  “This is the truth, I tell you — today you will 
be with me in paradise.” 
 

Jesus, in the midst of his pain and rejection still cared for and 
ministered to a person who asked for help.  Surely that can bring hope today 
to all who feel their situation is hopeless or they’ve blown it so badly that it’s 
too late for God’s help.  May we learn that it’s never too late to turn to Jesus.  
For where there is life, there is hope. 

23 John Anderson 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk.+23%3A+39+-+43&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25978a


 
 

Station 12 – Mary Entrusted to John 
 

John 19:23-27 (NIV) 
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the 
undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 
24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, “They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my 
garment.”[a] So this is what the soldiers did. 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.26 When Jesus 
saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her,“Woman,[b] here is your son,” 27 and to 
the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
 
 

  

24 Michelle Vuong 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn.+19%3A+23+-+27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26850a
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This is your son. 
Your Son. 
Mother, this is your son. 
 
There are rare moments in scripture where Jesus is so human, it’s easy to forget he 

is divine.  This is the beauty of incarnation.  Jesus was hanging on the cross doing the divine 
work of atonement for the whole of humanity, and his thoughts were on his mother.  His 
very human, very temporal mother.  The story of Jesus begins with a call to his mother, it 
ends with a call out to his mother. 

 

Think on this for a moment.  Jesus was literally the sacrificial lamb whose blood was 
being poured out for the sins of humanity.  As God, Jesus had taken on the form of a man, 
had taken on the curse of death, and was holding the weight of the world.  It’s difficult to 
imagine a more cosmic event and God, the Triune God was at the center of it all.  It was at 
this moment that Jesus looked at his mother, and as I imagine, with a breaking heart for her 
breaking heart.   

 

Mary’s journey as a mother started with fear.  The angel came to her and told her, 
“Do not be afraid, for you have found favor with the Lord.”   Mary birthed a son with every 
expectation and every unknown.  Mary, a woman of faith, a young woman, unmarried, 
called to the greatest of calls…birthed and raised the son of God.  And then, watched this 
child, this young man become the most loved, most celebrated, most misunderstood, most 
controversial and finally the most hated person in the world.   Mary celebrated his birth, 
she treasured his brilliance as a young boy, she walked alongside of him in his ministry and 
she sat at his foot during his crucifixion.  Jesus was her son.  And here, in this passage, Mary 
is watching his last moments as he hangs on the cross. 
    

The tenderness of this moment where Jesus acknowledges his mother shows his 
humanity in a way that his death cannot.  It shows Jesus’ true love and care for his mother, 
the intimacy he has with his mother.  This moment on the cross was Jesus' last opportunity 
to declare himself to the world, to share some words of wisdom, to teach the bystanders 
about God… and he did, in the most humble and loving way.  He honored his mother, he 
upheld the Law of Moses.  “Honor your father and mother, so that you will live a long full 
life in the land your Lord is giving to you.”   

 

Jesus honored his mother with his dying words, declaring not just a long life, but an 
eternal life.  What could be more human?  What could be more divine?  The God of the 
Universe is having  a very tender moment, a grieving moment, a human moment, 
acknowledging his love for his mother.   

25 Shawna Horn 



 
 

 

  

26 Gary Gustafson 



 
 

Station 13 – The Death 

 

Luke 23:44-46(NIV) 
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. 
And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit.”[a] When he had said this, he breathed his last. 
 
 
 

It Is Finished!  
 
Every sentence of this passage is ripe in meaning. 
 
There was a great darkness as Jesus died. It was as if the sun itself could not 
bear to look upon the deed men’s hands had done. 

The temple veil was ripped in two. This was the veil which hid the Holy of 
Holies, the place where no man might ever enter except the High Priest, and 
he only once a year, on the great Day of Atonement.  

Jesus called with a great voice. Two of the Gospels tell us this great cry 
(Matthew 27:50, Mark 15:37). John, on the other hand, does not mention the 
great cry out, but tells us that Jesus died saying, “It is finished.” (John 19:30) 
In Greek and Aramaic “It is finished” is one word. “It is finished” and the great 
cry are in fact the same thing. Jesus dies with a SHOUT OF TRIUMPH ON HIS 
LIPS. FINISHED! Was the cry of Jesus, crucified but yet victorious! 

 

That brothers and sisters is something to shout about Daily!  

Be blessed 

 

 
  

27 Eddie Smith III 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lk.+23%3A+44+-+46&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25982a
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Station 14 – The Burial 

 

Matthew 27:57-60 (NIV) 
57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a 
disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him.59 Joseph 
took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the 
rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 
 
What is to happen to Jesus dead body? 
 

 Where are his 11 disciples? 
 

  What usually happens to persons who are crucified as criminals? 
 

   Does anybody care? 
 
 It seems that there was only one person who would respond to these questions and claim 
Jesus’ body from possibly being abandoned on the cross to decay. One of Jesus’ “secret” disciples, 
Joseph of Arimathea, a Jewish council member and likely part of the Sanhedrin, believed the words 
that Jesus spoke and inwardly and silently challenged the crucifixion decision. 
 

 Joseph was significantly disturbed at the cruelty of Jesus death and believed that he needed 
to have a proper burial. He courageously requested an audience with Pilate to gain release of Jesus 
body. He probably used the tomb that he was planning for himself and called Nicodemus to help 
prepare Jesus’ body for burial. They wrapped the body in strips of linen and poured over it a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes. A stone was place in front of the tomb. For many, Jesus’ life and 
message was “finished.” 
 

 Joseph probably lost his status in the Sanhedrin. He was willing to risk his position to 
identify with Christ.  On Sunday, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to this tomb and found 
Jesus missing. The angel said to them “He is not here! He has risen, just as he said he would! Come 
and see the place where he was lying.”  
 
What am I willing to risk as a follower of Jesus Christ? 
 

 Do I often act as a “secret” follower of Christ? 
 

Will observing the “brutality” of the cross encourage me to respond to those who 
are unjustly treated today?  

 

   Am I “living the resurrection?”  
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History of the Stations of the Cross 

 By the fourth century there were efforts in the church to formalize the pilgrimages of early 

Christians to visit the sites of major events in the life of Jesus. Of particular interest was to reenact 

the last days of Jesus, emphasizing major events in Jesus’ death and resurrection. By the fifth 

century there were Christians who wanted to “reproduce” the holy places in gardens and churches 

so that people did not have to travel to the Holy Land.  

 In 1342 the Franciscans were given the responsibility of taking care of the major sites in the 

Holy Land and to formalize the process. William Wey, an English pilgrim, is often credited with the 

use of the term “stations” to define the manner in which the pilgrims would follow the footsteps of 

Christ. The term station means “to wait” and suggests a need to “stop and be still” and to “wait upon 

the Lord.” 

 In 1731 Pope Clement XII established a set number of 14 stations and encouraged churches 

to create opportunities to walk the Via Dolorosa (“way of sorrow”) in all churches. Later there was 

an effort to encourage unique art work, reflections and prayers to accompany the stations.  

 The original 14 stations included six non-scriptural stations such as station six which 

portrays “Veronica wiping the face of Jesus.” Sometimes a fifteenth station is used entitled “Jesus 

rises from the dead.” Pope John Paul II shifted the stations away from legend to a solely scriptural 

foundation. It is these stations that are used in Central’s Stations of the Cross.   

 What essentially began as a tradition celebrated in the Roman Catholic community has now 

been creatively adapted for other Christian communities. The celebration frequently permeates the 

entire global Christian community. Especially among the urban communities of Latin and South 

America it allows the church communities to use the death and resurrection of Christ to speak out 

against economic and social injustice. 

 It is part of an effort to intentionalize the Easter experience as more than “Easter Sunday.” 

As Carmen Butcher wrote: “Physically walking the Stations of the Cross during Lent, we receive the 

gift of embodied waiting.” This waiting allows us to reflect on our own Christian journey and see 

how it can reflect better the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. 

. 
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A very special ‘thank you’ to all who have participated and collaborated on this project. It 

has been a labor of love for some, an inspiration to others, and a process of perseverance 

for many. This project could not have come about without the willingness of the 

aforementioned visual artist and authors. Being willing to allow the Spirit of God to work 

through you in a very personal and public fashion is courageous and admirable.   

To those who helped with the process of formulation through installation we thank. 

Central Baptist Church we thank you for your support of the arts community and your 

continued service to us/them by providing a place for exhibition and discussion.  

The Stations of the Cross; An Invitation on the Pathway, was inspired by God the Father, God 

the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, and assembled by Mike Widen and G.W. Carlson 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Widen      G.W. Carlson  
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“Brokenness: Mirrors”                                                                                 Photograph: Gary Gustafson 
26” x 96” (x4) 
Michael Widen 
 

An installation based upon the theology of my experiences. We are created in the image of 
God, we rebel against God, God restores us through Christ, and finally we are complete with 
God again.  
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